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crulsers and destroyers pierced the
veld and kept Vice-Admira! Beatty
fully advised so that the foe could
oot swing away and widen the dis-
& Letween him and his pursuers.
iese  facts should give us a
deeper interest in our own torpedo
flotilla which will figure here in the
for oming review, While we are
better off in the matter of destroyers
than we are in scout cruisers, still our
flotllla of these craft is declared to
be helow tactical requirements, For
€
{
»
C

very dreadnought there should be
our of these boats for scouting and
reening work in order that the foe
‘an be discovered and hung to despite

best endeavors to evade pursuit
or 1o effect a change of positlon which
will give him the advantage of light
and wind In battle,

A# Vice-Admiral SBir David Beatty
said, pursuit of the Germans was
haulted when submarines were dis-
covered, and this brings us to the
meaning of this new order of fighting
craft, which will flgure In greater
number at the approaching review
than during the naval parade here in
October of 1912

The better part of the Atlantic gea-

ird offers a particularly inviting
field for defence by means of subma-

res, because the sandy bottom dips

canward gradually, at times the 100
foot line being mlles seaward,

Admitting, therefore, the fighting
vilus of the submarine and recogniz-
it¥ what It can do when L suc-
Ceeds in planting its torpedoes against
t underbody of an armored craft,

question s naturally asked:
“What has been done in the Ameri=

navy to draw the sting of this
sort of attack?"”

A few years ago we made a part
Wiy experimental installatlon on the
irmored crulser North Carolina of a

f-salving system, invented by a

lan, Willilam Wallace Wothers
in which compressed air could
turned into a damaged comparts

R
2

ment immediately so that the invade
ing s¢a could be halted and prevented
from rising higher than the upper
edge of the wound. 8o successful
were the tests that a more extensive
equipment was placed in the dread-
nought Utah, and that fact will add
particular interest to that ship during
the review,

As she |s to-day, the Utah is more
nearly unsinkable than any other bate
tle craft in the service, and five of the
dreadnoughts now being built will
have a still more extensive installation
of this sort. Happily all of ounr dread-
noughts can be safeguarded in this
fashion at moderate expense,

The march of marine engineering
is a restless one, A few years ago
when it was proposed to drive the
fleet collier Jupiter by electricity,
using turbines to generate the power
through dynamos and not to turn the
screws directly, it seemed like a
staggering Innovation. Nevertheless,
thanks to the initiative of one of the
big electrical companies, the task was
undertaken and the practical results
were successful,

The Jupiter will be among the naval
auxiliaries assembled for the re-
view, Look at her well because she
marks an era in ship propulsion and
the stepping stone to a still greater
advance, The superdreadnought Cali-
fornia of 320667 1tons, which is
soon to have her keel lald at the
Brooklyn navy yard, will be electri-
cally propelled and all tecause of
what the Jupiter proved to be possible,

Secretary Danlels has sald that we
are about to turn out 14 inch guns the
equal in accuracy, range and hitting
power of the biggest rifles afloat in
the British navy. Yet naval ordnance
experts say that fine as the im-
proved 14 inch gun undoubtedly will
be it is not the offensive or batter-
ing equal of the 15 inch weapons now
on the superdreadnoughts abroad, and
it Is even rumored that 16 inch guns
will appear shortly on the ships near-
ing completion on the other side of
the Atlantic,

But if the question of whether the

United States s lagging behind in
spe=d of ships and weight of ordnance
be walved, there is another deficlency
that cannot be overlooked. That is
the total Inadequacy of force to man
the shipa we now have., This was
forcibly brought home on the visit of
the fleet here three vears ago, It is
more than ever a problem now that
increase in the personnel of the navy
has not kept pace with the building of
sh.ps,

On the former occasion the world
was substantially at peace, and 1
sray cloaked battleships seemed all the
n le woause thelr kind
i to the test of
3 1 fit for any
le. Yet even then something
happened which showed an existing

! formid
had not th

Just before
: triumph

battleship

line ended in that
seemnir il march one of
resery |
Was uamanagen
ifter she halted and d
as the rest of the div mn pas
Right there 1t neer of préparcds
ness was broken through., That s
like all of her mates in the Atlar
reserve fleet, was undermanned
that shortage led to a hreakdowy
the engine room

This week, with a stlll larger force
of flghting shi; ind  auxiliaries
gathering aga in the Hudson for re-
18 the sp=cticle

1ts of naval

affairs say that the situation as ree
zards the crews is worse than It was
three years ago. New ships have been
added to the fleet and in order to sup-
ply them with crews the bulk of the
men held aboard the vessels In reserve
in 1812 have been drawn away., As
the commander in chief of the Ate
lantic fleet, Admiral Frank F. Fletcher,
testified a few months ago, the navy

now Is in urgent ne

ed of 10,000 men.

Josephus Daniels, Secretary of the
Navy, has callal the navy “the nae
tion's greatest university.,” But his
predecessor, George von L. Meyer, has
replied, “A battleship §s not a school;
it is a machine shop and must be
manned by men trained to operate |t

And when Mr. Meyer sald manned he
meant that the » #hould have her
full complement and that every part
of her complex getup should be in
prime condition and managed with a
maximum of efficlency. Mr, Meyer's
statement is borne out Ly the lessons
to be learned from the present war
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